
          International Research Journal of Engineering and Technology (IRJET)       e-ISSN: 2395-0056 

               Volume: 13 Issue: 05 | May  2026              www.irjet.net                                                                        p-ISSN: 2395-0072 

  

© 2026, IRJET       |       Impact Factor value: 8.315       |       ISO 9001:2008 Certified Journal       |     Page 1340 
 

Effects of Land Acquisition and Resettlement & Rehabilitation Policy 

Dheeraj Kumar1, Pl. Arundhatee Mishra2  

1Master of Urban and Regional Planning Faculty of Architecture and Planning, Dr. A.P.J Abdul Kalam Technical 
University Lucknow, India  

2(Assistant Professor) Faculty of Architecture and Planning, Dr. A.P.J Abdul Kalam Technical University Lucknow, 
India 

---------------------------------------------------------------------***---------------------------------------------------------------------
Abstract - The acquisition of land for development 
initiatives has been a vital catalyst for economic advancement 
in India; however, it has also resulted in significant 
displacement and socio-economic upheaval. The enactment of 
the Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land 
Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act, 2013 
represented a notable transition towards a more 
compassionate and transparent methodology for land 
acquisition and rehabilitation. This research investigates the 
efficacy of the Rehabilitation and Resettlement provisions 
outlined in the Act, concentrating on their effects on the 
communities impacted. Utilizing a case study methodology, the 
study assesses compensation strategies, restoration of 
livelihoods, social integration, and the institutional hurdles 
faced during implementation. The results suggest that 
although the policy framework is progressive and centered on 
rights, there are still deficiencies in execution, especially 
regarding timely compensation, involvement of stakeholders, 
and sustainable rehabilitation results. The paper concludes 
with recommendations for policy enhancements to fortify 
implementation and promote inclusive development. 
 

1. INTRODUCTION  
 
Land acquisition has historically been a controversial topic 
in India, as it seeks to balance the necessity for 
infrastructure development with the rights and livelihoods 
of those affected. The Land Acquisition Act of 1894 allowed 
the state to acquire land with minimal protections for 
displaced communities, frequently leading to insufficient 
compensation and inadequate rehabilitation results. 

In response to these issues, the Government of India 
implemented the Right to Fair Compensation and 
Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and 
Resettlement Act in 2013, which brought about significant 
reforms such as improved compensation, obligatory social 
impact assessments, and thorough rehabilitation and 
resettlement measures. 

The principle of Rehabilitation and Resettlement (R&R) is 
crucial in ensuring that displaced individuals receive not 
only compensation for their lost assets but also the means to 
restore their livelihoods and enhance their quality of life. 
Consequently, effective R&R policies are vital for fostering 
sustainable and inclusive development. 

This research intends to critically evaluate the effects of land 
acquisition and R&R policies in India, concentrating on their 
implementation and results through a case study approach. 
 

1.1 CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK 
 

The research is based on the connection between 
development and displacement.  

1.2 Key Concepts 
 
Land Acquisition: The legal procedure by which the 
government obtains private land for public use. 
Rehabilitation (R): The provision of housing and the 
physical relocation of individuals. 
Resettlement (R): The reinstatement of livelihoods and 
social structures 
 

2. THEORETICAL CONNECTION: 

Development Projects → Land Acquisition → Displacement 
→ Compensation → Rehabilitation → Livelihood Restoration 
→ Social Integration 
 
This framework emphasizes that true success of R&R lies 
not just in relocation but in restoring quality of life. 
 

Table -1: Theoretical Connection 
 

S. 
No. 

Component Description 

1 Development 
Projects 

Projects related to 
infrastructure such as 
riverfronts, highways, and 
similar initiatives. 

2 Land 
Acquisition 

The process by which the 
government obtains private 
land for public use. 

3 Displacement Individuals are deprived of their 
land, homes, and means of 
livelihood. 

4 Compensation Financial remuneration or 
alternative land/housing is 
offered. 

5 Rehabilitation 
(R) 

The process of physical 
relocation and provision of 
housing facilities. 

6 Resettlement The restoration of livelihoods 
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(R) and social structures. 
7 Livelihood 

Restoration 
Initiatives aimed at providing 
employment, income 
opportunities, and skill 
enhancement. 

8 Social 
Integration 

The process of adapting to a 
new community and 
environment. 

 

3. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
 

This research employs a mixed-methods approach: 

       Primary Data: 

 Interviews conducted with impacted 
households 

 Field observations within resettlement 
colonies 

       Secondary Data: 

 Government publications 

 Policy documents 

 Scholarly literature 

       Sampling Method: 

 Purposive sampling of impacted families 

       Tools Utilized: 

 Surveys 

 Case analysis 

 

 
 

Fig -1: primary data collection 
 

4. LITERATURE REVIEW 
 
Previous research underscores: 

1. Cernea (2000): The dangers of displacement 
encompass landlessness and unemployment. 

2. World Bank reports: Stress the importance of 
participatory resettlement and rehabilitation (R&R) 
strategies. 

3. Indian scholars: Identify deficiencies in policy 
execution despite robust legal structures. 

4. Studies indicate that although policies have seen 
enhancements, their implementation continues to be 
irregular. 

 

5. GOVERNMENT INITIATIVES AND POLICIES 
 
The essential elements of the Right to Fair Compensation 
and Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and 
Resettlement Act, 2013 encompass: 

1. Social Impact Assessment (SIA) 
2. Consent from impacted families 
3. Equitable compensation (up to four times the 

market value in rural regions) 
4. Resettlement packages (including housing, 

employment, and allowances) 
5. Specific provisions for at-risk groups 
6. Additional initiatives include: 
7. State-level Rehabilitation and Resettlement policies 
8. Urban housing initiatives 
9. Programs for livelihood support 

 

6. CASE STUDY ANALYSIS: AHMEDABAD 
BACKGROUND 

Ahmedabad has experienced swift development through 
initiatives such as: 

 Metro Rail 
 Riverfront Development 
 Industrial expansion 

These initiatives necessitated considerable land acquisition 
and displacement. 
 
Findings 

Positive Impacts: 

 Enhanced compensation relative to previous 
policies 

 Improved housing options in certain resettlement 
zones 

 Access to infrastructure (roads, electricity) 
 

Negative Impacts: 

 Erosion of traditional livelihoods 
 Insufficient job opportunities 
 Social dislocation 
 Holds in compensation distribution 

 
Community Response: 

 Varied levels of satisfaction 
 Initial resistance 
 Gradual adaptation over time 

 

7. CHALLENGES AND ISSUES 

 Ineffective execution of policies 
 

 Postponement in compensation disbursements 
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 Insufficient awareness among impacted individuals 

 
 Inadequate restoration of livelihoods 

 
 Fragile monitoring systems 

 
 Social and cultural upheaval 

 

8. CONCLUSION 
 

The LARR Act of 2013 marks a crucial advancement in 
safeguarding the rights of displaced individuals. 
Nevertheless, the case study from Ahmedabad 
indicates that there are still gaps in implementation 
that impact results. Although there have been 
enhancements in compensation mechanisms, the areas 
of livelihood restoration and social integration still 
require significant improvement. To ensure sustainable 
rehabilitation, it is vital to focus on effective policy 
execution, engage community participation, and 
maintain ongoing monitoring. 
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